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DARIEN
FAMILY CONNECTIONS

Email: Darienfamilyconnections@gmail.com Phone: 262-882-5055 February 2024
) _ . R ﬁ;fi_:,.) r?
Did You Know that One-third of Food in the _ & N

United States goes uneaten?

Food is the largest stream of materials in American trash.
Once wasted food reaches landfills, it produces methane, a
powerful greenhouse gas. Preventing food from goingto
waste is one of the easiest and most powerful actions you
can take to save money and reduce your greenhouse gas
emissions. It is estimated that the average family spends
$1,500 on food each year that ends up uneaten!

Here are some things you can do to change that:

e  Plan your meals for the week before you go shopping and buy only the things
needed for those meals.

e Remember that buying in large quantities (e.g., buy one, get one free deals) only
saves money if you use all the food before it spoils.

e  Properly store fruits and vegetables for maximum freshness; they’ll taste better
and last longer, helping you to eat more of them before they go bad. Wait to wash
berries, cherries, and grapes until you’re ready to eat them to prevent mold.

e  You can download a toolkit for reducing food waste in your household at:
https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/food-too-good-waste-
implementation-guide-and-toolkit

Community Organizati

Darien Methodist Church Food Pantry

Open first and third Monday of the month from 5:30—6:15 PM. L o
Participants may pick up items every other Monday. You must Freesh Domuits!
have a 53114 zip code to participate.

Darien Methodist Church

Delavan United Methodist Church Food Pantry @ February 15th

Open Wednesdays 9:00 AM — Noon and is drive-up only. The Pantry is open only

to Delavan/Darien residents. If you would like to donate to our Pantry, dona- $6.00 / Dozen
tions may be brought in Monday-Thursday from 8 AM-12 PM. Please do not Pre-order: 262-882-3701
leave donations outside in the elements and no expired food.

Darien Women’s Club
Feb. 20, 7:00 PM at Darien Methodist Church
Interested in joining? Call 262-374-1068

Corn Fest Committee Darien Senior Cards & Games
February 13, 6:30 PM at Farmers Inn Mondays, 12:00 PM at Darien Senior Center

American Legion & Auxiliary
February 8, 7:00 PM at Darien Legion Hall
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DARIEN PUBLIC LIBRARYL

47 Park Street ... Next Door to Darien Elementary School

www. darien.lib.wi.us Phone: 262-882-5155

The best way to avoid cold weather is to stay inside and read. Visit your library!

“February is the border between winter and spring.” — Terri Guillemets

VILLAGE OF DARIEN

www.darienvillagewi.gov
Village Hall (262) 882-5055  Police (262) 882-3432  Public Works (262) 882-5258

ADULT CRAFT CLASS — Tuesday, February 27" at 4:00 pm
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
THINK SPRING and sign up for our adult craft class! This month we will

make a rustic springtime tabletop decoration similar to the one shown in
the photo. We will be painting and gluing so wear your crafting clothes. There is no charge for
the class but registration is required as seating is limited. Please visit/call to reserve your place.

" haps they would like to make one for a parent, teacher or special frlend At
the children’s tables there will be paper, markers, stickers, scissors and glue to
create cute valentines for that someone special.

Goodbye from the Village Administrator

After three years with the Village of Darien, I will be leaving my position on February
1*". T have accepted a position with Milwaukee County to work as the County Operat-
ing Budget Manager.

I very much appreciate the opportunity I was given to return to the community I grew
up in and serve the residents and Village Board here. The Village Board members care
deeply about the future of Darien and are willing to publicly make difficult decisions to
guide the Village to an even brighter future. I am also grateful that I have had the op-
portunity to work with Village staff in Darien. Village staff work hard daily to carry
out the policies of the Village Board and provide services that make the Village a better
place to live.

The Village has many new development projects and exciting opportunities on the hori-
zon. | wish the very best for the many wonderful and thoughtful residents of the Vil-
lage, and hope more of you will consider serving on government Boards, Commissions,
and Committees, and contributing your knowledge, talents, and opinions to continue to
better the Village of Darien. Take care!

“The only thing that you absolutely have to know, is the location of the library.” ~ Albert Einstein

SHARE CATALOG NEW BOOKS!!!

Look for books in the comfort of Make sure to take a look at all the new
your home and pick them up at the library. Go to books that are on display when you first
the SHARE catalog and search for something new! [[come in the door. We have a little some-
https://ent.sharelibraries.info thing for everyone!

FUN FEBRUARY FACTS AND SPECIAL DAYS

e  The Anglo-Saxons called February Sol-Monath, meaning “cake month.”

e  February is the only month to have fewer than 30 days. Though it’s usually 28 days long,
this year it has 29 days and is considered a leap year. Thereisa 1 in 1,461 chance of having
a leap day birthday.

e  February 12 is Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday. The 16th president of the United States was
born in a one-room, 16x18-foot log cabin with a dirt floor.

e  February 13 is Mardi Gras (aka “Fat Tuesday” or Shrove Tuesday), which is the final feasting
day before the Christian tradition of Lent begins on the following day, Ash Wednesday.

e  February 14 is always Valentine’s Day. Heads up, lovebirds!

e  February 19 brings Presidents’ Day, a federal holiday also known as Washington’s Birthday
that is celebrated on the third Monday in February. George Washington’s actual birthday is
February 22.

Would You Like to Receive Your Water/Sewer Bill by E-mail?

The Village will now be offering the option to receive your
water/sewer bill by e-mail. If you would like to receive
your billing information by e-mail rather than a paper bill in
the mail, please visit the link below, or scan the QR code
using your cell phone. The link and QR code will also be
available on the Village’s website. Please note that you
may only receive your bill by either mail or e-mail. Addi-
tionally, it may take one or two billing cycles for the change
to email to be made, so please continue to watch for a paper
bill in the mail for the next month or so.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BTZQXQG

ARAM PUBLIC LIBRARY, DELAVAN

Phone: (262) 728-3111 | Email: friends@aramlibrary.org
404 E. Walworth Avenue, Delavan

Don’t ever miss any library news! Learn about what’s going on here by checking our
pages online. Find information about upcoming events and see pictures of some of the
fun things that we do here. Our webpage is: www.darien.lib.wi.us.

You can also find us on Facebook under Darien Public Library.

BE SURE TO VISIT THE DARIEN LIBRARY’S FACEBOOK PAGE OR WEBPAGE m

LIBRARY HOURS: Hours at the Darien Library are Mondays through Thursdays from 10 AM to
6 PM, and Saturdays from 10 AM to 1 PM. If you have materials that you would like to return,
you can do this by using our book drop, whether or not the library is open.

""Fashions from the Heart Program"'

Please join the Friends of Aram Library for an ex-
citing afternoon as we focus on beautiful fashions,
just in time for Valentine's Day!

Kristin Hardwick, up and coming and oh-so-
creative local designer, will present "Fashions from
the Heart." Kristin will share with us her experi-
ence within the field of fashion, garments from
current and past projects and augment her presentation with display and vision
boards! She is also a talented seamstress & tailor as well. You won't want to miss this
enchanting afternoon! Everyone is welcome, and refreshments will be served!

Thursday, February 8th 1:30 PM to 3:00 PM
404 East Walworth Ave., Delavan

Aram Public Library
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DELAVAN-DARIEN PARKS AND RECREATION ACTIVITIES
For Further Information or Registration:
Phone: (262) 728-5585 Ext. 8 | Online: www.delavanparkrec.com
VILLAGE OF DARIEN RESIDENTS RECEIVE RESIDENT RATES

Pinewood Derby!! Age 5 & Up

All participants MUST attend the Feb 10th workshop to pick up their derby building
kits. Then you choose to attend three more workshops or you can do it on your own.
You MUST drop off your car on Impound Day in order to participate on Race Day.

Workshop | Sat. Feb 10 2—4 PM Delavan Mill Pond
Workshop Il Sat. Feb. 24 2—4 PM Darien Senior Center
Workshop IlI Sat. Mar. 9 2—4 PM Delavan Mill Pond
Impound Da Fri. Mar. 15 5—7PM Water’s Edge P WL
Y 8 - .
RACE DAY!! Sat.Mar.16  1PM Water’s Edge \@%%VJ@
DERBY/

DARIEN

47 Park Street ..

www. darien.lib.wi.us

BOOK BUNDLES FOR CHILDREN ARE BACK!

Look for book bundles in our children’s section. Book bundles are specially curat-
ed by topic or author. It saves you a bit of time, just grab a bundle and go! Check

out the entire bundle or just one book.

PUBLIC LIBRARY(X

. Next Door to Darien Elementary School

Phone: 262-882-5155

IT EMDS COLLEEN HOOVER — AUTHOR OF THE MONTH

might like Colleen Hoover.

| Take a look at our display of Colleen Hoover books. Perhaps you will discover a new
. | author or a new title. Ms. Hoover is an American author who primarily writes novels
. | in the romance genre. She is best known for her 2016 romance novel It Ends with

4| Us. If you enjoy reading authors like Jamie McGuire, Anna Todd or Jodi Malpas, you

GROUNDHOG DAY, FEBRUARY 2™

A SURE SIGN THAT SPRING IS JUST
AROUND THE CORNER The Germans start-
ed the whole Groundhog Day thing. Yes,
the “see-his-shadow-or-not” concept
stems from Germany and the holi-

day, Candlemas. Early European-Christians
believed that if the sun came out on Can-
dlemas (also February 2), winter would
last for another six weeks. If you are
rooting for spring, let’s hope the ground-
hog does not see his shadow!

VALENTINE’S DAY, FEBRUARY 14"

Each year on February 14, people exchange cards,
candy or flowers with their special “valentine.” St.
Valentine’s Day is named for a Christian martyr and
dates back to the 5th century, but has origins in the
Roman holiday Lupercalia, a pastoral festival of
Ancient Rome observed from February 13—15 to
purify the city, promoting health and fertility).

“I had the epiphany that laughter was
light, and light was laughter, and that this
was the secret of the universe.”

~ Donna Tartt, The Goldfinch

THE DARIEN LIBRARY BOOK SALE -
Please stop in to see what finds you might 3
come upon at the Darien Library’s book

sale. The items change often, and the prices can’t
be beat. Like Goodwill, only cheaper! And closer!

With your valentine be cuddled, by a fireplace
happily huddled. —The Old Farmer’s Almanac, 201

Nutrition for Longevity Age 16 & Up
Join us for a FREE discussion about how _
the right nutrients in our body can regu-
late hormones, promote weight loss, im- Date Course #
prove our skin, fight chronic diseases, pre- Mondav. Feb. 5 3228
vent aging decline, zap the common cold, v ’
and keep you active for years to come! Thursday, Mar. 14 3229
“A Stronger You” Bootcamp Age 13 & Up
Join us for a fitness experience for all levels!
Includes a mix of HITT, strength, Functional Date Course #
exercises for a full body workout. Bring some
water, a towel, and a friend!! Sat. Feb. 3 3188
» a Sat. Feb. 17 3189
o~ k Sat. Mar. 2 3190
), Sat. Mar. 16 3191
N r o - N - N -
it (it G Cer®
Walking Club Age 21 & Up

The Darien Elementary School hallways will be open for walking this winter. Get in shape with-

Darien Elementary 5:30 - 6:45 PM

out walking in the snowy weather. All walkers

must be registered walking club members and

: . & . o Schedule | Tuesday Thursday
wear an identification badge while walking in the
schools. Unregistered walkers will be asked to February 6, 20 1,8,15,22,29
leave. You must register at Parks and Recreation March 5,12, 19 7,14,21

CHECK OUT A FEW GAMES FOR YOUNG CHILDREN!

The Darien Library collection now includes some games for young children, three years and up.
They can be checked out and played at home. The checkout period for games is seven days.
We have “Friends and Neighbors, The Helping Game” which will encourage your child’s empathy,

compassion, and cooperation. We have “Snug as a Bug in a Rug”, which is
game that encourages counting, colors and shapes. We have “Feed the

Woozle” which helps kids to learn dexterity, gross motor skills, balance, body [ 3¢“\CK€“S!'

awareness, and language development. Our games encourage family fun
and learning at the same time. Take one home and see for yourself!

sr-":u . ¢35

& LIBRARY JOKES TO MAKE YOU SMILE

5 390)

1. Why is a math book always unhappy?

2. What do dogs and storytellers have in common?

3. The librarian gave a scientist a book about helium.

Because it always has a lot of problems.
They both have tails/tales.

He just couldn’t put it down.
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No February Primary Election Necessary
The Village of Darien will not need to hold a Spring Primary election in February, as
none of the contests on the ballot for the April 2 Spring Election will require a
primary. The contests on the April ballot will include: the Presidential Primary, County
Circuit Court Judge, County Supervisor, Village Trustee, and Delavan-Darien School
Board.

DELAVAN-DARIEN PARKS AND RECREATION ACTIVITIES

For Further Information or Registration:
Phone: (262) 728-5585 Ext. 8 | Online: www.delavanparkrec.com
VILLAGE OF DARIEN RESIDENTS RECEIVE RESIDENT RATES

YOUTH PROGRAMS

Resident Update—January 15, 2024 Village Board Meeting

e The Village Board reviewed a memo outlining the local candidates who will appear
on the ballot for the April 2™ Spring Election. Three Village Trustee seats are up
for re-election. These seats are for current Trustees Kevin Atkinson, Greg Epping,
and Sandi Seefeldt. Greg Epping was the only current Trustee to submit nomina-
tion papers for re-election. His name will appear on the ballot. This will leave two
vacant spots on the ballot in April. These two seats will be determined by write-in
vote.

e The Village Board approved the purchase of a new lawnmower for the Public
Works Department with a total cost of $17,424.85. Funds to purchase the lawn
mower were included in the 2024 Capital Budget for the Village of Darien.

e The Village Board reviewed the Job Description, hiring schedule, and Job Adver-
tisement for the position of Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer. The position will be
vacant as of February 1, 2024, as the current Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer Lind-
sey Peterson will be taking a new position with Milwaukee County.

e The Village Board approved a short-term agreement with Shannon Markley to
provide temporary election related services to the Village, and assist the newly
hired Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer with the April election. Ms. Markley previ-
ously served the City of Delavan as the Deputy Clerk, and served as the Chief In-
spector for elections in the Village of Darien.

e The Village Board approved a new three-year agreement for Joint 24/7 Emergency
Medical Services with the Town & Village of Darien and Town & Village of Sharon.
This new agreement will include the hiring of six full-time EMS staff members who
will be directly employed by the Village of Darien, and will serve the Towns & Vil-
lages of Darien and Sharon. Each community will pay a portion of the cost of the
service, based on an agreed upon formula. The EMS personnel hired will provide
24/7 Paramedic level services to all four communities.

e The Village Board approved the purchase of personal protective equipment for
the Darien Fire/EMS Department. The funds for the purchase were included in
the department’s 2024 budget.

Music Makers = - Age2-6
>

Join Miss Morgan on Saturday mornings at LSJ Music Company for musical adventure! Explore

instruments, dance, sing songs, and meet new friends!

Date Course #
Children must be accompanied by an adult.
Instructor: Morgan Kenneally Feb. 3—Feb. 24 3118
Location: LSJ Music Company Mar. 2—Mar. 23 3119
Martial Arts at Delavan Flying Dragons Age 5 & Up

These classes consist of a proper warm up and stretching followed by martial art basic
blocks, kicks, stances, strikes, and self-defense techniques. Please wear sweat pants
and t-shirt. Bring a water bottle. No food allowed. Waiver form must be filled out at
the Flying Dragons Studio.

Trash Collection

In late December, you may have received a letter in the mail from GFL. In December,
GFL purchased Nieuwenhuis Bros., Inc., with which the Village holds a five-year con-
tract for trash collection ending in 2025. You may notice new trucks with the GFL logo,
but GFL has stated that we should expect no changes to operations during their transi-
tion process. For questions or concerns, you can contact GFL at 800-248-2373.

Date Course #

Instructor: Master Joe Murphy
Location: Delavan Flying Dragons Tuesday & Thursday 318

133 Park Place Feb. 6 - Feb. 29

Delavan, WI 53115
Time:  5:30-6:30 PM Tuesday & Thursday | ),
Fee: $65 Resident Mar. 5 - Mar. 28

$91 Non-Resident
Babysitting 101 Age 10 - 14 |Holiday Crafts Age 5—12

In this course, your child will learn the basics of [Join us for a holiday-themed craft
being a safe and responsible babysitter. Topics | class. Participants will create unique
projects in each class throughout the
next few months correlated to the
time of the year and each Holiday
season. Step-by-step instruction as
well as supplies will be provided.

include: marketing your business safely, age
appropriate play & discipline, Heimlich & first
aid basics, feeding & diapering infants. Each
child will go home with a workbook.

*Sign up early! Limited space available. . . .
Location: Darien Senior Center

Instructor:  Mary Kennedy Date: Thursday, March 21

Location: Community Park-Waters Edge Time: 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Date: Saturday, March 9 .

) Fee: $S15 Resident
Time: 9:00 PM—11:30 PM

$21 Non-Resident
Fee: $30 Resident
$42 Non-Resident =

Course #: 3133
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DELAVAN-DARIEN PARKS AND RECREATION ACTIVITIES

For Further Information or Registration:
Phone: (262) 728-5585 Ext. 8 | Online: www.delavanparkrec.com
VILLAGE OF DARIEN RESIDENTS RECEIVE RESIDENT RATES

MULTI-AGE PROGRAMS

Mother & Son Laser Battle

Join us for an adrenaline- ?
pumping and action-packed

evening as families gear up for an epic
showdown in the ultimate laser tag battle
where moms take on their sons in a thrill-
ing clash of wits and agility!

Location: Elkhorn High School
Agility Center
Date: Fri. February 23rd
Time: 6:00 - 8:30 PM
$30 Resident

$40 Non-Resident
Course #: 3234

Momma & Me Tea Party

Bring your little one dressed in
their fanciest tea party attire
and create a day you will both
remember forever. In the midst
of all the fancy activities, we’ll enjoy
snacks and tea! We will make a craft and
have an opportunity to take photos in the
beautiful banquet hall. Be sure to register
by Thursday, March 7th!!

Location: The Treasury, Delavan
Date: Saturday, March 16th
Time: 10:00 - 11:30 AM
Fee: $15 Resident

$21 Non-Resident

Village Hall (262) 882-5055

« REMOVE ICE AND SNOW

« CLEAR A PATH T0 THE ROAD

Fencing (Foil) Age 6 & Up

Learn fencing basics - advance, retreat,
lunge, point in line, four basic parries,
simple attacks, use of distance, fencing
measure, rules of play, and basic strategy.
Class consists of warm-up games,
stretching, footwork and fencing drills
along with bouting practice against other
class members. Please bring a new (not
worn on the street) pair of thin soled gym
shoes to use for fencing. T-shirt and long
workout pants needed. Water bottle
recommended.

Sabine Harmann
Allez Fencing Group
31 N. Wisconsin St.
Darien, WI 53114
Time: 6:30 - 8:00 PM

Fee: $70 Resident

$94 Non-Resident

Instructor:
Location:

Date Course #
Tues. Feb. 6 - Feb. 27 3139
Thur. Feb. 1 - Feb. 22 3140
Tues. Mar. 5 - Mar. 26 3141
Thur. Mar. 7 - Mar. 28 3142

Beginner’s Guide to Estate Planning

FREE EVENT!!! Attorney Alyssa Wilson
will discuss and answer your questions
about basic estate planning including wills,
trusts, and powers of attorney.

Location: Darien Senior Center
Date: Wed. March 13th
Time: 7:00—8:00 PM
Course #: 3199

Conceal & Carry Age 21+

In this course participants will receive fire-
arm training by Officer Brian Mair. He
will go over firearm safety; such as han-
dling, transport, storage, ammunition use,
& how to conceal your weapon. Upon
completion of the course, participants will
receive a certificate of completion which is
required when applying for your Con-
cealed Weapon License. Must be 21+
years of age and a Wisconsin resident.

Location: Darien Senior Center
Fee: $50 Resident

$70 Non-Resident
Time: 5:30—9:30 PM
Date: Wed. Feb. 28
Course #: 3175

VILLAGE OF DARIEN

www.darienvillagewi.gov

Police (262) 882-3432  Public Works (262) 882-5258

YOUR HYDRANT
MATTERS!

« KEEP 3 FT CLEAR SURROUNDING

Why It Matters

In an emergency, every second
counts. Fire hydrants that are
blocked, concealed, or difficult to
access due to snow or ice, impede
emergency fire response. Fire trucks
carry a limited amount of water, so
one of the first tasks upon arriving at
a fire is to locate a water supply from
the nearest hydrant. Hydrants cov-
ered in snow can be difficult to lo-
cate, and uncovering them can waste

valuable time needed during the fire fight. Keeping them clear can mean easier access
to water and more time doing what really matters - fighting the fire.

How to Keep Fire Hydrants Clear

In addition to removing snow and debris covering the hydrant itself, Darien Fire/EMS
Department recommends clearing a 3 foot area around the hydrant for easier access.
The Darien Fire/EMS Department also suggests maintaining a shoveled path from the
street, sidewalk, or driveway to the fire hydrant so that it is visible from the road and

firefighters can easily access it.

Who Should Clear Hydrants

Although there are few hard and fast rules concerning who should clear hydrants, it's
generally considered the responsibility of the residents occupying property near a hy-
drant. Consider helping elderly friends, neighbors, or those with medical conditions to
keep their fire hydrants clear. The winter can be a time for enjoying the great outdoors
with friends and family. Help keep your home safe from winter fire hazards by ensur-
ing your fire hydrants are clear and readily accessible in an emergency.

Winter Parking Regulations

The Village’s winter parking regulations go into

effect on Wednesday, November 15th and
remain in effect through Monday, April 15,
2024. During this time, parking on Village
streets between the hours of 2:00 AM and
6:00 AM is prohibited. Vehicles violating this

ordinance may be ticketed or towed, especial-
ly during snow events. Sign up for the Village’s
Text Message Alert program by texting VDARI-

EN to 262-205-1640, and you will be notified
of all snow plowing operations in the Village.

. 5"( :

« JOINOUR |9

pd

& TEXTLIST

TO RECEIVE IMPORTANT -

UPDATES!

% TEXT: VDARIEN

TO:262-205-1640
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FEBRUARY

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
January 28 January 29 January 30 January 31 | 2 3
12:00 PM Senior Cards
(Senior Center)
9:00 am ﬁ ﬁWaIking Club Darien T . . 99
: Elementary 5:30—6:a5 pm_ 17ash & Recycling Collection @, $
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
12:00 PM Senior Cards
(Senior Center) 7:00 PM American Legion &
Aux. Mtg. (Darien Legion Hall)
5:30 PM %3,’,;;’";;'?;@;‘;‘322;‘1’;“ 9:00 am Trash Pick-up Only
Il 12 13 14 15 16 17
12:00 PM Senior Cards 4:00 PM Municipal Court 3:00 PM Public Wor_ks
(Senior Center) (Village Hall Comm. Mtg. (Village Hall) Last day for submission to the
5:00 PM Finance Committee Family Connections Newsletter
Mig. (Village Hel) 4:30 PM Library Board Mtg.
6:30 PM Corn Fest Comm. (Darien Library)
Mtg. (Farmers Inn) -
%g:‘,’]:::'"gg';ﬁgjgm 9:00 am %gﬂﬂwgggjﬁgi@% Trash & Recycling Collection .9
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
12:00 PM Senior Cards 5:00 PM Municipal Court
(Senior Center) (Village Hall)
) ; 7:00 PM Women’s Club
7:00 PM Village Board Mtg. | .
(Vilage Hal) (Darien Methodist Church) N
B0PU  LEwwmwove 3200 am SO Trash Pickup Only
25 26 27 28 29 March 1 March 2
12:00 PM Senior Cards
(Senior Center)

ﬁ, Q Walking Club Darien
Elementary 5:30—6:45 PM

9:00 am %32;’:2;“,;"5‘;:,”32:’;1},, Trash & Recycling Collection ﬁ




